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Compromise of 1850 In 1850, California applied for admission
to the Union as a free state. To maintain the balance of power
between slave and free states, Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky
introduced a compromise that allowed popular sovereignty to
determine the slavery issue in the other territories won from
Mexico. The compromise included a Fugitive Slave Act that
required all citizens to assist in the capture of fugitive slaves.
The Fugitive Slave Act outraged many northerners, bolstering
the anti-slavery movement.

Dred Scott Decision (1857) Supreme Court decision in the case
of Dred Scott v. Sandford that stated that Congress had no
authority to prohibit slavery in United States territories. This
ruling undid the Missouri Compromise and increased antislavery
sentiment in the North.
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