«iFran"ci.'é Scott Key
..“The'Star-Spangled Banner”

drds uring the War of 1812, a Maryland attorney
@ named Francis Scott Key witnessed the
British attack on Fort McHenry, near

“ Baltimore. In the morning, Key was so delighted to see
the American flag still flying over the fort that he com-
posed a poem to commemorate the event. Set to the
music of a popular folk tune, “The Star-Spangled
Banner” was officially made the national anthem by
Congress in 1931.

O say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hail’'d at the twilight’s last gleaming? A Flag that flew over Fort McHenry
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight, during the British attack

O’er the ramparts we watch’d, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof thro’ the night that our flag was still there.

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Frederick Douglass
Independence Day Speech

n 1852, Douglass accepted an invitation
j from the leading citizens of Rochester,

New York, to speak at their Fourth of
July celebration. Douglass delivered a
scathing speech in which he attacked the
hypocrisy of celebrating independence and
freedom in a nation where millions of people
A Frederick Douglass were enslaved.

Fellow citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to
speak here today? What have I, or those I represent, to do with your national
independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of natural
justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to us? . . .

What, to the American slave, is your Fourth of July? I answer: a day that
reveals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and
cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a
sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness,
swelling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your
denunciation of tyrants, brass-fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and
equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and
thanksgivings, with all your religious parade and solemnity, are, to Him,
mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy—a thin veil to cover
up crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation of
savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more shocking
and bloody than are the people of the United States at this very hour. . ..
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