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he Silk Road was a communications way, cities became centers
ighway long before computers ever existed. where people also traded ideas, n
It wasn’t just one road but a number of trade customs, beliefs, music, and artistic styles.
routes that stretched across Asia from the Across central Asia, the Silk Road wound
Mediterranean Sea to Chang’an (now Xian) thousands of miles over harsh deserts and high
' in eastern China, with branches to India. mountains. Between cities, travelers stopped at
Camel caravans going east carried wool, oases to rest. After the tenth century, they could
gold, glass, and other goods from Europe stay at caravansaries (care-uh-van-suh-reez).
and Africa. In China and India, the merchants These large storie buildings served as inns, )
traded their goods for silks, jade, spices, where people and their animals could rest and
nd other things to sell at home. Along the be safe from bandits.
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Long Time Gone

In 1325, when Ibn Battuta was 21 years
old, he left home—and didn't return

for almost 30 years. He traveled from
Morocco all the way to China. Among
the places he visited were Spain, North
and East Africa, the Arabian Peninsula,
western Russia, and Indonesia. When
he finally got back home, Battuta had
traveled nearly 75,000 miles.




